SCIENCE Checkpoint Exam 2016
Prepare The mock exams are on Thursday & Friday 24th & 25th March. You should use the
time from now to then productively by spending an hour or so a night (a couple of hours a day
at the weekends) quietly in your room reading through your work, making notes and revising.
During the exams, be ready, have the right equipment. Have the right amount of sleep (8
hours). The more preparation you do now means the less worry you will have later.
Exam Materials – Include pens, pencils, ruler, protractor, calculator, pair of compasses,
English Exam Timetable:
Exam date
24th & 25th March 2016
28th & 29th April 2016

Exam type
Mock exam period
Checkpoint exams

Topics to revise for the mock exam.
1 Cells & Respiration

5 Classifying Materials

9 Forces & Motion

2 Humans as Organisms

6 Chemical Changes

10 Waves

3 Plants & Ecosystems

7 The Earth & Atmosphere

11 Electricity & Magnetism

4 Inheritance, Variation &

8 Energy & Matter

12 The Earth & Beyond

Survival

Answers No matter how good your grades were, you can always do better. When reading the
question, make sure you read it properly. Re-read it, and make sure you’ve understood it. Pick
out the key words and take a moment to think about your answer and make sure it is actually
answering the question.
In low scoring questions, worth 1 mark, you are expected to write a brief answer, if one word
will do use it; if it needs a sentence write a short sentence. With medium scoring questions (2
to 4 marks) you need to give your answer making one valid point per mark (so for a 3 mark Q
you must make 3 good statements etc). For questions worth more than 4 marks you need to
be writing in complex sentences. You should be making a valid point and expanding
(developing) or explaining that point using evidence.
When you have written your answer STOP! Go back and re-read the question and ask
yourself, “does my answer actually answer all of that question?”

Revising for your Science Checkpoint Exam
You will need:
1. Your class exercise book
2. Your copy of the Key Stage Three Science Revision Guide – all Year 9 students should have
this
The revision guide is divided into twelve topics, containing all you need to know. All Year 9 Students
should have a copy; if you do not, please speak to your Science teacher immediately.
Here are some examples of questions that will come in the exam:Phrase used

What do I need to do?

Examples

State…
Name…
Suggest…
Identify…
What/Which/How…
Describe…
Compare…

Recall a basic fact or reason or
name for something or
recognize it from its features

State the function of the
Chlorophyll in Plant Cells.

Write what something is
behaving like, or write a basic
model of something to explain
how it works or how it is different

State which is faster: light or
sound.
Use the graph to Describe how
the number of strawberries
found changes with distance
from the shed wall.
Compare the loudness and pitch
of the whistles A and B.
Outline the plan for measuring
the speed of the athlete.

Outline…

Write down the procedure or
plan for an experiment or part of
an experiment

Use the Key to…
Use the information in the table
to…
Complete the sentence about…
Explain…
Explain, using…

These questions will require you
to look at the information and
complete it or describe it

Use the key to identify the fish
shown in the picture.

Write why something has
happened by referring to your
Science knowledge, or using
information given elsewhere in
the question

Explain, using the Particle
Theory of matter, how diffusion
takes place.

Calculate…
Plot…

You will need to calculate
something numerically, bring a
calculator to your Science exam!

Calculate the average (mean)
friction force for the glass
experiment.

You may need to plot data onto
a graph
A number of sample questions are shown below.

