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About the School
Founded in 2005, HeadStart has rapidly grown into one of Phuket’s leading International Schools and is now the only school on the island to offer the Cambridge AS and A
Levels. The success story of HeadStart’s rise from humble beginnings to now a school of over six hundred students with top of the line facilities is in itself inspiring.
At HeadStart we pride ourselves on being a school for Phuket’s widely diverse community catering to over forty nationalities whilst still offering a personalised education
with a wide range of opportunities and encouragement for students to discover and develop their talents and live up to their full potential.

Message from the Head of Sixth Form
Thank you for your interest in studying at HeadStart Sixth Form. The decisions you make in
Year 11 will shape the next few years of your life and influence your preparations for study
in Higher Education and/or employment and also your adult life. With our impressive
facilities, outstanding teaching and supportive environment we are confident that we can
offer you a successful route to university or employment.
HeadStart Sixth Form provides a unique, dynamic and highly personalised experience. We
pride ourselves on offering an inclusive and all-round education, combining academic
rigour with extensive opportunities outside the classroom, all delivered by a dedicated team
of high-quality professionals. Our aim is for our students to grow as
Our Mission Statement
uniquely talented individuals and as socially aware global citizens,
Our mission is to build and support a dedicated team of
making the best possible progress both academically and personally.
We look forward to welcoming you to HeadStart Sixth Form.
Heather Lucass

professional educators who work together to provide a
quality teaching and learning environment for Phuket’s international and culturally diverse
community.
We are fully committed to providing:
· dedicated, qualified, experienced and inspiring teachers
· the Cambridge curriculum and assessments
· a central location with first class teaching facilities
and equipment
Providing these invaluable building blocks at affordable
prices, we believe HeadStart offers the ideal
environment for your child’s education.

Letter from the Head Boy and Head Girl

“Develop a passion for learning. If you do, you will never
cease to grow.”
At HeadStart, it is clear to us as students that our teachers really live
by our school ethos of ‘inspiring a love of learning’. Teachers value
our holistic development, and although the focus on academic
development are very strong, we are also encouraged and supported
to achieve our full potential in sports, arts and other fields.
Being the first International school in Phuket to offer A levels, we are
given opportunities to choose subjects we are passionate about.
Preparing us for university and beyond, we gain the skills to be
independent with our learning, but never to be hesitant to seek the
support of our teachers and peers.
If I were asked to describe HeadStart in one word, it would be family.
The school may have outgrown its humble roots as a homeschool, but
it certainly has not outgrown its core values. Having been a member
of the HeadStart community for a number of years, it is evidently
apparent that the school maintains a welcoming and caring
atmosphere. HeadStart may only be a small chapter in our lives, but it
is one which has built a foundation for our futures, and one we will
certainly not forget.
Morgan Kieffer, Isabelle Fruehwirth

Why did you choose to study at HeadStart Sixth form?
“I chose HeadStart because A levels have more freedom with subject choice and there is a group of very talented and dedicated teachers.
HeadStart also has a friendly and innovative environment for learning. ’ Abhishek, Year 13
“HeadStart has a strong team of teachers and dedicated members of staff who are always looking to improve the school. I was also very excited to be at the new campus with all the new facilities.”
Morgan, Year 13

What would you say to someone considering coming to HeadStart?
“I would recommend HeadStart. I would tell them that it
is a very caring environment with the right amount of
independence, which helps us get ready for our
university life in the future. However I also feel very supported, I know who to go to when I encounter problems, and teachers will always try to help us.”

Riny, Year 12
“Teachers are approachable and I find it easy to ask them for help. The School has a very friendly atmosphere.” Karina, Year 13

“HeadStart provides a lot of help with university
choices and applications and I am very grateful
for this. HeadStart has taught me how to be an
independent learner and to manage my study
time and also help me prepare for university
life.”
Athena, Year 12

“Teachers have been very supportive in
all areas of school life. In lessons, they
are patient and understanding, I'm
grateful to have them supporting me. I
intend to go to university in Germany
when I complete year 13.HeadStart has
helped me prepare for this through self
-reliance and freedom of undertaking
my own learning it has shared a taste of
what's to come.”
Andrew, Year 13

“I feel extremely supported at HeadStart, teachers are always there to encourage me in every aspect. Tina, Year 13”

·

·

Choose 4 Subjects to study at AS Level in year 12,
then usually reduce to 3 subjects to continue
through to A level in year 13
Leaving with 3 A levels and 1 AS level

Cambridge A Levels
Cambridge International A Levels typically take two years to complete and offer a flexible course of study. At
HeadStart we currently have over 12 subjects to choose from with many combinations available. Cambridge
International AS Levels have half the content of the corresponding Cambridge International A Level and may be
completed in one year. Students can complete Cambridge International AS Level as a qualification in its own
right, or as a stage on the way to a full Cambridge International A Level. Students can study Cambridge
International AS Level alongside other Cambridge International A Level subjects to increase breadth in the
curriculum and build further knowledge and understanding. Cambridge International AS & A Levels are
recognised by UCAS and universities in the UK and overseas as equivalent, grade for grade, with UK AS and A
Levels. Passing grades for Cambridge International A Levels are A*–E, with A* being the highest. There is no A*
grade awarded at Cambridge International AS Level.

Recognition
Cambridge students are widely accepted in top study destinations, for example the USA, UK and
Australia, as well as many other parts of the world, for example South Africa and Germany.
Many more universities than just those listed on the database will also be happy to accept
Cambridge qualifications as proof of your academic ability upon application. However, before
you apply to any institution, it is essential that you check the exact entry requirements for your
selected course(s) on the university website and then check with the university’s admissions office if you still have any queries. You will also need to be
aware of any language requirements in addition to the academic entry
Sixth Form is one of the most enjoyable parts of your time at school: you are able to constandards. It is also very important to remember that university entry is always
centrate on those subjects that interest you the most, you are given more freedom to plan competitive so achieving the minimum entry requirements is not a guarantee
your time, more privileges and many more opportunities for leadership. To fulfil your poof admission; the higher your grades and the stronger your application docutential in the Sixth Form you will need to take greater ownership of your learning and pro- ments, the better your chance of being accepted to your chosen programme.
gress. A successful Sixth Former is an independent learner who manages time effectively
and is prepared to put in additional time and effort to achieve the very best outcomes in
academic and extra-curricular pursuits, immersing oneself fully in Sixth Form life.
The Recognition Database

The Transition to College Life

As senior members of the School, your example will be watched
and followed by younger students. You will have the opportunity
to develop leadership in many areas of school life. Your priority,
however, will be the subjects you have chosen to study. Some
students already have a good idea of the career they would like
to follow and select subjects with that in mind, but education is
not exclusively vocational - it is important to choose, as far as
possible, the subjects you find most rewarding, for it will be in
those that you will be most successful.

Cambridge recognition database allows you to search for
recognition in specific countries and qualifications, and
for different types of recognition. For example, you may
want to know if a particular university awards course
credit on the basis of a Cambridge International AS or A
Level examination grade. To access the database, go to
www.cie.org.uk/recognitionsearch

Students studying Cambridge AS/A Level
Art and Design are given the opportunity
to:
·

Perceive, understand and express concepts and feelings.

·

Record from direct observation and personal experience.

·

Communicate by using appropriate materials and
techniques in a disciplined way.

·

Experiment, innovate and use intuition and imagination.

·

Identify, research and evaluate problems in a systematic
way.

AS Level

Art and design covers a broad range of related activities, areas and approaches to study. It allows candidates choice and provides a suitable range of
study within the subject.

Component 1: Controlled Test

Areas of study

Minimum 3 weeks preparatory time and a 15 hour controlled
test.

·

Painting and related media

A Level weighting: 30%

·

Sculpture

AS weighting: 60%

·

Printmaking

Component 2: Coursework

·

Textiles

One project and up to 4 sheets of supporting work (max size A1)

·

Ceramics

A Level weighting: 20%
AS weighting: 40%

For components 2 and 3 candidates must specialize in one of the above
areas.

Assessment Overview

Candidates can choose to take an assessment at either
· Advanced (A) Level or
·

Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level.

A Level
Component 3: Coursework
One project plus folder of supporting work
A Level weighting: 30%

Component 4: Personal Study

AS Level: AS candidates take components 1 and 2 only.

Presentation of the study may take any appropriate format

A Level:

A Level weighting: 20%

Cambridge International candidates take all four components, two of which have already been completed at AS level
“I enjoy studying Art because I feel it is a lifestyle
more than just a subject, it is a means of expressing
my personality and it is part of who I am.”
Ken, Year 12 Art Student

Assessment Objectives
·
·
·
·

Personal Qualities
Manipulative, Artistic and Analytical Skills
Aesthetic Qualities
Knowledge and Critical Understanding.

Art and Design

Syllabus Overview

Syllabus Overview AS
Biology
1 Cell structure
2 Biological molecules
3 Enzymes
4 Cell membranes and transport

5 The mitotic cell cycle
6 Nucleic acids and protein synthesis
7 Transport in plants
8 Transport in mammals
9 Gas exchange and smoking
10 Infectious disease
11 Immunity

Syllabus Overview A2

Assessment Objectives

12 Energy and respiration
13 Photosynthesis
14 Homeostasis
15 Control and co-ordination
16 Inherited change
17 Selection and evolution
18 Biodiversity, classification and conservation
19 Genetic technology

Assessment Overview

AO1 Knowledge with understanding
Candidates should be able to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of:
·

scientific phenomena, facts, laws, definitions, concepts and theories

·

scientific vocabulary, terminology and conventions (including symbols,
quantities and units)

·

scientific instruments and apparatus used in biology, including
techniques of operation and aspects of safety • scientific quantities and
their determination

·

scientific and technological applications, with their social, economic and
environmental implications. The subject content defines the factual
knowledge that candidates may be required to recall and explain.

AO2 Handling information and solving problems

Paper 1 Multiple Choice 1 hour This paper
consists of 40 multiple choice questions, all
with four options. All questions will be based on the AS Level syllabus content. [40
marks] 31% 15.5%

Candidates should be able to handle information and solve problems, using
written, symbolic, graphical and numerical forms of presentation
·

Locate, select, organise and present information from a variety of
sources

Paper 2 AS Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 minutes This paper consists of a
variable number of questions, of variable mark value. All questions will be based on
the AS Level syllabus content. [60 marks] 46% 23%

·

translate information from one form to another

·

manipulate numerical and other data

·

use information to identify patterns, report trends and draw conclusions

Paper 3 Advanced Practical Skills 2 hours This paper requires candidates to carry out
practical work in timed conditions. This paper will consist of two or three
experiments drawn from different areas of the AS Level syllabus. [40 marks] 23%
11.5%

·

give reasoned explanations for phenomena, patterns and relationships

·

make predictions and hypotheses

·

demonstrate an awareness of the limitations of biological theories and
models. Solve problems.

career.” Belle - Year 13 Biologist

Paper 4 A Level Structured Questions 2 hours This paper consists of a variable
number of structured questions each with a variable mark value (Section A) and a
choice of one free response style question worth 15 marks (Section B). All questions
will be based on the A Level syllabus but may require knowledge of material first
encountered in the AS Level syllabus. [100 marks] – 38.5%
Paper 5 Planning, Analysis and Evaluation 1 hour 15 minutes This paper consists of a
variable number of questions of variable mark value based on the practical skills of
planning, analysis and evaluation. Candidates will answer on the question paper. [30
marks] – 11.5%

AO3 Experimental skills and investigations
Candidates should be able to:
·

Plan experiments and investigations

·

Collect, record and present observations, measurements and estimates

·

Analyse and interpret data to reach conclusions

·

Evaluate methods and quality of data, suggest possible improvements.

Biology

“I decided to take
Biology at A-level
because I've always
been fascinated by
the natural world and
was eager to know
and understand more
of what I learned at IGCSE to get a deeper
level of understanding . The subject has
built up many of my skills in research,
problem solving, analysis and communication. I don't know exactly what I want
to do in the future, but Biology has
opened many doors to me as it not only
leads to research, but to engineering,
scientific careers in the medical field, and
many more as the skills I've acquired are
applicable in many other aspects of a

AS Level

Cambridge learners will develop:
· the capacity to analyse characteristics and activities of business
organisations and how they respond to the changing demands of
their environments
·
an understanding of how effective managers and leaders develop successful organisations in terms of customer focus and the
products/services they offer
· the opportunity to reflect on how successful business
organisations engage in financial and accounting practices to
maximise value for stakeholders value
·
development of knowledge that relates to strategic planning and
decision-making to ensure business survival, change, and
sustainable success
·
a solid foundation for further study.

Component Weighting/Value.

Assessment Overview

Paper 3 Case study 3 hours

For Cambridge International AS and A Level Business, candidates:

Five questions and one essay (from a choice of two) based on a case study Based
on the additional A Level syllabus content and also assumes knowledge and
understanding of the AS Level syllabus content 100 marks. (50% A Level weighting
value)

·

take Papers 1 and 2 only (for the Cambridge International AS Level
qualification)

Section A: Four short answer questions (20 marks)
Section B: One essay from a choice of three questions (20 marks)
Based on the AS Level syllabus content 40 marks. (40% AS Level / 20% A Level)
Paper 2 Data response 1 hour 30 minutes
Two data response questions based on AS Level syllabus 60 marks (60% AS Level /
30% A Level)

A Level

Assessment Objectives

or
·

Paper 1 Short answer and essay 1 hour 15 minutes

follow a staged assessment route by taking Papers 1 and 2 (for
Cambridge International AS Level qualification) in one series, then
Paper 3 (for the Cambridge International A Level qualification) in a
later series

or

• take Papers 1, 2 and 3 in the same examination series, leading
to the full Cambridge International A Level.
“I enjoy studying Business because it provides me with the
skills to break down the functions of a successful business
framework and understand what really makes a successful
business. I can then apply theses success criteria to aspects
of my own life .” Karina, Year 13 Business student

AO1 Knowledge and Understanding. Demonstrate knowledge and understanding.
AO2 Application. Apply knowledge and understanding to problems and issues in a
variety of familiar and unfamiliar business situations and contexts.
AO3 Analysis. Analyse business problems, issues and situations by:
· using appropriate methods and techniques to make sense of qualitative and
quantitative business information
· interpreting and unpacking complex issues and situations to their constituent
parts and searching for causes, impact and consequences
· distinguishing between factual evidence and opinion or value judgement
· drawing valid inferences and making valid generalisations.
AO4 Evaluation. Evaluate business evidence, explanation, argument, discussion
and analysis in order to make reasoned judgements, present measured
conclusions and, where appropriate, make recommendations for action and
implementation.

Business Studies

Syllabus Overview

Chemistry at A level is challenging but also
very exciting for those who have a genuine
interest in science. The course is designed to set
a sound platform for the study of Pure
Chemistry and related subjects at University.
Chemistry is a requirement for those wishing to
study
Medicine, Physiotherapy, Pharmacy,
Dietetics, Chemical engineering, Veterinary
Science and many other areas.

Syllabus Overview

Assessment Overview

Physical chemistry
1 Atoms, molecules and stoichiometry
2 Atomic structure
3 Chemical bonding
4 States of matter
5 Chemical energetics
6 Electrochemistry
7 Equilibria
8 Reaction kinetics

AS Level

Inorganic chemistry
9 The Periodic Table: chemical periodicity
10 Group 2
11 Group 1 and 7
12 An introduction to the chemistry of transition
elements
13 Nitrogen and sulfur

A Level

Paper 2 AS Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 minutes This paper consists of a variable
number of questions, of variable mark value. All questions will be based on the AS Level syllabus content. 23%
Paper 3 Advanced Practical Skills 2 hours This paper requires candidates to carry out practical
work in timed conditions. This paper will consist of two or three experiments drawn from
different areas of the AS Level syllabus11.5%

Paper 4 A Level Structured Questions 2 hours This paper consists of a variable number of
structured questions each with a variable mark value (Section A) and a choice of one free response style question worth 15 marks (Section B). All questions will be based on the A Level
syllabus but may require knowledge of material first encountered in the AS Level syllabus.
[100 marks] – 38.5%
Paper 5 Planning, Analysis and Evaluation 1 hour 15 minutes This paper consists of a variable
number of questions of variable mark value based on the practical skills of planning, analysis
and evaluation. [30 marks] – 11.5%

“I chose AS Level Chemistry because
I find the content interesting, it gives
a greater insight into the way the
world around us works, I enjoy
finding patterns and predicting
properties and proving this with
theory and experimental work. I
intend to continue my study into
chemistry in the field of medicine or
biochemistry at university after
completing my A levels.”
Enzo - Year, 12 Chemist

Chemistry

Organic chemistry and analysis
14 An introduction to organic
chemistry
15 Hydrocarbons
16 Halogen derivatives
17 Hydroxy compounds
18 Carbonyl compounds
19 Carboxylic acids and derivatives
20 Nitrogen compounds
21 Polymerisation
22 Analytical techniques
23 Organic synthesis
All candidates study practical skills.

Paper 1 Multiple Choice 1 hour This paper consists of 40 multiple choice questions 15.5%

Assessment Overview for Chinese
Component 1: Reading and Writing
1 hour 45 minutes, 70 marks, weighting 38%
Component 2: Essay
1 hour 30 minutes, 40 marks, weighting 22%
Component 3: Texts
2 hours 30 minutes, 75 marks, weighting 40%

·
·

·

·

·

communicate confidently and clearly in the
target language;
form a sound base of skills, language and
attitudes required for further study, work and
leisure
develop insights into the culture and
civilisation of the countries where the
language is spoken, including the study of
literary texts where appropriate (this does not
apply to AS Language qualifications);
encourage positive attitudes to language
learning and a sympathetic approach to other
cultures and civilisations;
support intellectual and personal development
by promoting learning and social skills

Assessment Objectives

Syllabus Overview
Cambridge International AS and A Level syllabuses in languages other
than English are accepted by universities and employers as proof of
linguistic ability and understanding. Successful language students gain
lifelong skills, including:
·

the ability to communicate confidently and clearly in the target
language;

·

a sound understanding of the nature of language and language
study, and of the skills and abilities required for further study, work
and leisure;

·

insight into the culture and contemporary society of countries
where the language is spoken;

·

better integration into communities where the language is spoken;

·

a positive attitude towards language learning, towards the speakers
of other languages, and towards other cultures and societies;

·

skills which can be used in other areas of learning, such as analysis
and memory skills.

To:
·

understand and respond to texts written in the target language,
drawn from a variety of sources such as magazines, newspapers,
reports, books and other forms of extended writing

·

•manipulate the target language accurately to demonstrate a
capacity to choose appropriate examples of lexis and structures

·

•select information and present it in the target language

·

•organise arguments and ideas logically.

Chinese

Students studying Cambridge A Level Chinese are given the opportunity to:

What to expect from
English Literature A Level
Learners following the
Cambridge International AS and
A Level English syllabus will
study a range of texts in the
three main forms: prose, poetry
and drama. Set texts are offered
from a wide range of different
periods and cultures.
Learners will develop skills of
reading and analysis of texts,
and are encouraged to undertake wider reading to aid understanding of the texts studied.
They will learn skills of effective
and appropriate communication
including the ability to discuss
the critical context of texts.

Cambridge International A Level Literature in EngSuccessful Literature in English learners develop a lifelong understanding
lish requires candidates to answer three compulsory papers
and enjoyment of literary texts, and, importantly, gain a range of essential and one from a choice of optional papers. The compulsory
papers are: Paper 3 Poetry and Prose, Paper 4 Drama, and
skills,
including:
Paper 5 Shakespeare and other pre-20th Century Texts. The
• the ability to write clearly and effectively
optional papers are: Paper 6 1900 to the Present, Paper 7
Comment and Appreciation, and Component 8 – Coursework.
• skills in developing arguments
Overall, at A Level candidates are required to study eight set
• skills in researching and managing information
texts, or six set texts plus two unseen texts if Paper 7
Comment and Appreciation is chosen. In each paper
• the ability to analyse complex texts in different forms and styles.
candidates answer two questions, each on a different text.
Candidates are required to answer questions from a range of
Syllabus Aims
poems, prose and plays, with options from the canon of
English Literature and modern texts in English. Close study of
The syllabus aims to develop:
all the texts chosen is needed in preparation for a choice of
• appreciation of and informed personal response to literature in English in essay and passage-based questions. In Paper 5 only,
a range of texts in different forms, and from different periods and cultures
candidates must answer on at least one passage-based
question.
• the interdependent skills of reading, analysis and communication
• effective and appropriate communication
• wider reading and an understanding of how it may contribute to personal
development.

Content
Cambridge International AS Level Literature in English requires candidates
to answer two compulsory papers: Paper 3 Poetry and Prose, and Paper 4
Drama. Overall, at AS Level candidates are required to study four set texts.
In each paper candidates answer two questions, each on a different text.
Candidates are required to answer questions on a range of poems, prose
and plays, with options from the canon of English Literature and modern
texts in English. Close study of all the texts chosen is needed in preparation
for a choice of essay and passage-based questions.

Assessment
For Cambridge International AS and A Level Literature in
English, candidates will follow a staged assessment route by
taking the following papers:
Year 12: Papers 3 and 4 (for the Cambridge International AS
qualification)
Year 13: Papers 5 and 6 (instead of 6 there are other
options: Papers 7 or 8 which may be explored with students)

English Literature

Syllabus Overview

Students studying Cambridge AS/A Level
History are given the opportunity to develop:
• an interest in the past and an appreciation of human endeavor;
• a greater knowledge and understanding of historical periods or themes ;
• a greater awareness of historical concepts such as cause and effect, similarity and
difference, and change and continuity ;
• an appreciation of the nature and diversity of historical sources available, and the
methods used by historians ;
• an exploration of a variety of approaches to different aspects of history and different
interpretations of particular historical issues ;
• the ability to think independently and make informed judgements on issues ;
·

an empathy with people living in different places and at different times ;

·

• a firm foundation for further study of History.

Syllabus Overview
All textual material used in the examinations will be drawn from the topic areas
below. The teacher will select one topic from each component:

AS Level
Component 1: Document question. 1 hour. Weighting = 40%
Component 2: Outline study. 1 hour 30 minutes. Weighting = 60%

AS Level:

A Level

Component 1: Document question (source-based)

Component 1: Document question. 1 hour. Weighting = 20%

Liberalism and Nationalism in Italy and Germany, 1815–1871
The Origins of the Civil War, 1846–1861
The Search for International Peace and Security, 1919–1945
Component 2: Outline study
Modern Europe, 1789–1917
The History of the USA, 1840–1941
International Relations, 1871–1945
A Level

Component 2: Outline study. 1 hour 30 minutes. Weighting = 30%
Component 3: Interpretations question. 1 hour. Weighting = 20%
Component 4: One of the Depth Studies. 1 hour 30 minutes. Weighting = 30%

Assessment Objectives:
Candidates are assessed on their ability to:

Component 3: Interpretations question (source-based)

Component 4: Depth Study
Europe of the Dictators, 1918–1941
The History of the USA, 1945–1990
International History, 1945–1991
African History, 1945–1991
Southeast Asian History, 1945–1990s

AO1: demonstrate knowledge and understanding
1(a) recall, select and use historical knowledge appropriately and
communicate knowledge and understanding of History in a clear and
effective manner
1(b) demonstrate an understanding of the past through explanation,
analysis and arriving at a substantiated judgement of: key concepts
such as causation, consequence, continuity, change and significance
within an historical context, the relationships between key features
and characteristics of the periods studied

Assessment Overview
Candidates can choose to take an assessment at either
Advanced (A) Level or
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level.
A Cambridge International A Level qualification in History can be achieved either as a
staged assessment over different examination series or in one examination series.

AO2: analyse, evaluate and apply
2(a) as part of an historical enquiry, analyse and evaluate a range of
appropriate source material with discrimination
2(b) analyse and evaluate, in relation to historical context, how aspects of
the past have been interpreted and represented in different ways

History

The Causes and Impact of British Imperialism, c.1850–1939
The Holocaust
The Origins and Development of the Cold War, 1941–1950

Students studying Cambridge
AS/A Level French are given
the opportunity to:
enable students to communicate
confidently and clearly in the target
language
form a sound base of skills, language and
attitudes required for further study, work
and leisure
develop insights into the culture and
civilisation of the countries where the
language is spoken, including the study of
literary texts where appropriate (this
does not apply to AS Language
qualifications)
encourage positive attitudes to language
learning and a sympathetic approach to
other cultures and civilisations
support intellectual and personal
development by promoting learning and
social skills.

Syllabus Overview

A Level

All textual material used in the examinations will be drawn from the topic areas below, with reference to the country or countries where the language is spoken.

Component 4: Texts 2 hours 30 minutes, 75 marks

·
·

Candidates answer three questions in the target language. Each
question must be on a different text, taken from the list
corresponding to the year of examination.

·
·
·
·

·

Section 1: Candidates are given a choice of two questions for
each text.

·

Section 2: For each text there is a choice of two questions
focusing on issues central to the text.

Assessment Overview

Assessment Objectives

Candidates can choose to take an assessment at either

The examinations are designed to assess candidates’ linguistic
competence and their knowledge of contemporary society.

·
·

Advanced (A) Level or
Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level

Candidates wishing to take a Cambridge International A Level must take all components of the assessment in the same examination series. It is not possible for candidates to follow a staged assessment of these qualifications. Candidates can take an
AS qualification either as a
stand-alone assessment.

AS Level
Component 1: Speaking Test 20 minutes, 100 marks
·
·
·

Section 1: Topic presentation no more than 3½ minutes, 20 marks
Section 2: Topic conversation 7–8 minutes, 40 marks
Section 3: General conversation 8–9 minutes, 40 marks

Component 2: Reading and Writing 1 hour 45 minutes, 70 marks
Component 3: Essay 1 hour 30 minutes, 40 marks
A list of five topics, are selected from the topic areas for each year of examination.
The list changes every year. A question will be set on each of the five topics corresponding to the year of examination.

In the exams, candidates will be expected to:
understand and respond to texts written in the target
language, drawn from a variety of sources such as magazines,
newspapers, reports, books and other forms of extended
writing
·

manipulate the target language accurately in spoken and
written forms, choosing appropriate examples of lexis and
structures
·

·

select information and present it in the target language

“I enjoy studying French because I enjoy learning
about new cultures and I find learning new languages
enjoyable. Learning French helps be to feel at home
when visiting the country.”
Alexia- Year 12 French Student

French

·

Human relationships – family – generation gap – young people
Patterns of daily life – urban and rural life – the media – food and drink – law
and order philosophy and belief – health and fitness
Work and leisure – equality of opportunity – employment and unemployment –
sport free time activities – travel and tourism – education – cultural life/heritage
War and peace – social and economic development
Medical advances – scientific and technological innovation
Environment – pollution – conservation
Contemporary aspects of the country/ies where the language is spoken

Assessment Objectives for IT
AO1 Recall, select and communicate
knowledge and understanding of IT
AO2 Apply knowledge, understanding and
skills to produce IT-based solutions
AO3 Analyse, evaluate, make reasoned
judgements and present conclusions

In a world where information technology (IT) is constantly changing, individuals
increasingly need technological and information literacy skills that include the ability
to gather, process and manipulate data. The impact of IT on society is enormous and
as the percentage of businesses and households connected to communication
networks such as the internet grows, so does the need for individuals who
understand these new technologies.
This syllabus encourages learners to become effective and discerning users of IT. It
helps them to develop a broad range of IT skills, knowledge and understanding.
Learners study the structure and use of IT systems within a wide range of
organisations, including the use of a variety of computer networks. As a result,
learners gain an understanding of IT system life cycles, and how these affect the
workplace. They also learn about the wider impact of IT on society in general. At A
Level, learners also study simple programming for the web relevant to their own use
of IT.

New technologies As the information industry changes so rapidly, it
is important to keep track of new and emerging technologies and
consider how they might affect everyday life.
Content
Candidates for Cambridge International AS Information Technology
study the following topics 1–10. 1. Data, information, knowledge and
processing
2. Hardware and software
3. Monitoring and control
4. E-safety and health and safety
5. The digital divide
6. Using networks

Syllabus Overview

7. Expert systems

Impact of Information Technology Information Technology (IT) is the application of
technology to process information. The impact of IT on all aspects of everyday life is
immense. The enormity of the impact can be seen in industry and commerce,
transport, leisure, medicine and the home. The impact on the work force is a very
important factor to consider and communications using new technologies have made
the World seem smaller.

8. Spreadsheets

Hardware and software Many hardware components and software applications are
used in IT systems. It is important to understand how these work, and how they
interact with each other and within our environment.
Network Computer systems can be connected together to form networks allowing
them to share resources.
The internet The internet is a global communications network that allows computers
worldwide to connect and share information in many different forms. Examples
include email, web pages, and audio and video files. The impact of the internet on
our lives is profound. While it provides huge benefits to society, security of data is an
issue, both in the workplace and for personal data.
System life cycle Information systems are developed within a planned continuous
cycle that covers the initial development of the system through to its scheduled
updating or redevelopment. Each phase of development is organised into separate
stages.

9. Database and file concepts
10. Sound and video editing
Candidates for Cambridge International A Level Information
Technology study topics 1–10 and the following topics 11–19.
11. Emerging technologies
12. Role and impact of IT in society
“I enjoy studying IT because I
13. Networks
14. Project management
15. System life cycle
16. Graphics creation
17. Animation
18. Mail merge
19. Programming for the web

understand how important it is
in our future development. My
hobbies are all linked with IT and
computing technology so I really
find the subject fascinating.”
Sean, Year 12 IT student

Information Technology

What students studying Cambridge A-Level IT will learn

Students studying Cambridge A Level
Mathematics are given the opportunity
to:
·

develop their mathematical knowledge.

·

develop a feel for numbers, patterns and
relationships.

·

consider and solve problems and present
and interpret results.

·

communicate and reason using
mathematical concepts.

·

build a solid foundation for further study.

Syllabus Overview
There are seven units which cover the following subject areas:
Mechanics (units M1 and M2)
Pure Mathematics (units P1, P2 and
P3)
Mechanics 1:
Pure 1:Quadratics
Forces and equilibrium
Functions
Kinematics of motion in a straight
Coordinate geometry
line
Circular measure
Newton’s laws of motion
Trigonometry
Energy, work and power
Vectors
Mechanics 2:
Series
Motion of a projectile
Differentiation
Equilibrium of a rigid body
Integration
Uniform motion in a circle
Pure 2:Algebra
Hooke’s law
Logarithmic and exponential functions
Linear motion under a variable
Trigonometry
force
Differentiation
Integration
Probability & Statistics (units S1
Numerical solution of equations
and S2)
Pure 3:Algebra
Logarithmic and exponential functions
Statistics 1:
Trigonometry
Representation of data
Differentiation
Permutations and combinations
Integration
Probability
Numerical solution of equations
Discrete random variables
Vectors
The normal distribution
Differential equations
Statistics 2:
Complex numbers
Representation of data
Permutations and combinations
Probability
Discrete random variables
The normal distribution

Pure Mathematics 1 (P1)
1 hour 45 minutes
About 10 shorter and longer questions
75 marks weighted at 60% of total
plus one of the following papers:
Pure Mathematics 2 (P2)
Mechanics 1 (M1)
Probability & Statistics 1 (S1)
1 hour 15 minutes
About 7 shorter and longer questions
50 marks weighted at 40% of total

Cambridge International A Level candidates take:
Pure Mathematics 1 (P1) 1 hour 45 minutes
About 10 shorter and longer questions
75 marks weighted at 30% of total
1 hour 45 minutes
Pure Mathematics 3 (P3)
About 10 shorter and longer questions
75 marks weighted at 30% of total
plus one of the following combinations of two papers:
Mechanics 1 (M1)
Probability & Statistics 1 (S1)
Mechanics 1 (M1)
Mechanics 2 (M2)
Probability & Statistics 1 (S1)
Probability & Statistics 2 (S2)

“I enjoy studying mathematics because it is a logical subjects which relies on critical thinking
and reason.” Kim, year 12 Mathematics student

Mathematics

Cambridge International AS Level candidates take:

Students studying Cambridge AS/A Levels Music are given
the opportunity to:
Acquire an in-depth subject knowledge
Develop independent thinking skills
Apply knowledge and understanding to new as well as familiar situations
Handle and evaluate different types of information sources
Think logically and present ordered and coherent arguments
Make judgements, recommendations and decisions
Present reasoned explanations, understand implications and communicate them clearly
and logically

Syllabus Overview
Cambridge International AS and A Level Music candidates develop an appreciation of, and
an informed critical response to, music of the Western tradition, from at least two genres
and periods. Candidates learn how to listen attentively and responsively in order to better
understand the musical processes at work. They also learn how to communicate this
understanding, supporting their judgements by evidence-based argument. As part of the
course, candidates are encouraged to develop their own creative and interpretative skills
through the disciplines of composing and performing in Western and/or non-Western
traditions. This leads, in turn, to a deeper understanding of music in its wider cultural
context. One of the available options is a stand-alone AS course, which allows listeners
who do not read Western notation to develop their understanding and appreciation of a
range of critical approaches to the reception of music.

Assessment Objectives
Candidates will be required to demonstrate:
(a) an ability to listen attentively and responsively

(b) understanding of the processes at work in music
(c) an ability to clearly communicate knowledge, understanding and musical insight
(d) technical and interpretative competence in performing (depending on options)
(e) musical invention in composing (depending on options)
(f) an ability to work independently.

Assessment Overview

Element 4 (50 marks) Two contrasting compositions, together lasting not more than 5
minutes, for two or more instruments/ voices. Recordings of both pieces, acoustic or
electronic, made or directed by the candidate must be submitted on CD, together with
Candidates can choose to take an assessment at either Advanced (A)
either detailed notes on the genesis of the compositions or full notation. A short written
Level or Advanced Subsidiary (AS) Level
Candidates can take all components at a single session or they can carry forward commentary that explains both the origins of the compositional thinking and the on-going
compositional decisions, including reference to listening influences, should be included
an AS result (9703 Components 1 and 2) and choose 2 additional components
with the score and recording.
from 3, 4, and 5. AS results must be carried forward within a 13 month period.

AS Level

A Level Components 3, 4 and 5 (choose any 2)

Component 3: Performing
Cambridge-assessed Coursework (100 marks)
Candidates will be required to perform music that reflects a single focus from any
tradition, e.g. one substantial piece or a group of pieces which reflect a common theme,
style or purpose, on any instrument (or voice). The programme should last at least 12
minutes, but not more than 20 minutes, and should be presented as one continuous
performance (an audience may be present at the candidate’s discretion). The programme
must be introduced by the candidate, orally, giving a brief explanation of the principal
Element 1 (50 marks) Candidates must present any two of the four elements below. All features of the repertoire to be performed and how individual items reflect the focus. The
are equally weighted. Element 1 (50 marks) Performance of a representative selection
performance will be assessed on the range and level of technical and interpretative skills
of music in a programme of 6 to 10 minutes, presented as one continuous performance demonstrated by the candidate. The appropriateness of the music, as outlined by the
(an audience may be present at the candidate’s discretion). The programme must be
candidate, will be taken into consideration. Candidates may perform solo, in an ensemble
introduced by the candidate, orally, giving a brief explanation of the principal features
or duet, or as an accompanist. Where two instruments are closely related (descant and
of each piece that are characteristic of its place in the repertoire. The performance
must be submitted on DVD, assessed by the teacher and forwarded to Cambridge for treble recorder, cornet and trumpet), music for both may be presented, provided that they
moderation. Performance may be on any instrument (or voice) and the music from any both contribute to the focus of the programme. The performance must be submitted on
DVD and forwarded to Cambridge for assessment.
tradition appropriate to the instrument. The programme should present 3 or 4 short
Component 1: Listening 2 hour examination (100 marks) Candidates must answer 3
questions, one from each section. Sections A and B will each offer a choice of three
questions on a prescribed topic. Section C will offer a choice of four questions. These will
require wider knowledge of the historical, social and cultural background to both
topics, and understanding of other relevant contextual and interpretative issues.
Component 2: Practical musicianship. Teacher-assessed Coursework (100 marks)
Candidates must present any two of the four elements below. All are equally weighted.

pieces which together demonstrate typical aspects of the chosen repertoire. Performances should normally be solo (or with a single accompanist), unless the nature of
the instrument is such that it is traditionally only played in ensemble.

for each of the two disciplines they undertake for Element 2 (i.e. six assessments in
total). The recordings are to be forwarded to Cambridge for moderation.

Element 3 (50 marks) A set of 6 to 8 progressive composing exercises designed to
develop the candidate’s abilities to handle typical techniques in an established tradition, e.g. melodic and harmonic exercises using conventional approaches to Western
tonality. Tchosen tradition need not be Western, but must be one that is amenable to
notation of a type appropriate to the chosen tradition, e.g. tablature or staff notation.

Component 5: Investigation and Report
Cambridge-assessed Coursework (100 marks)
The topic for investigation must have a clearly-discernible link with Performing
(Component 3) or Composing (Component 4) which the candidate is submitting for
assessment at the same time. The link with Component 3 or Component 4 must be made
explicit in an introduction to the report.

Music

Component 4: Composing
Cambridge-assessed Coursework (100 marks)
A single composition (or a group of shorter related pieces conceived as a whole) for any
Element 2 (50 marks) Performance throughout the course in two or more of the followinstrument, voice or combination, lasting no more than 8 minutes. The composition may
ing: Main instrument in an ensemble (unless already presented in an ensemble in
Element 1). This may include participation in an orchestra or choir. Second instrument, draw on, or be a fusion of, any traditions or styles. It should be submitted in both written
and recorded (audio CD) forms. If the style/tradition is not precisely notatable, a full
solo or in an ensemble (must be different from any instrument used in Element 1)
Accompanying, on a main or other appropriate instrument. Improvisation, solo or in an account of the composition and recording processes must be provided. A short
ensemble. Conducting and rehearsing a suitable instrumental or vocal ensemble The
commentary that explains both the origins of the compositional thinking and the on-going
two chosen forms of activity should be sustained throughout a period of not less than 6 compositional decisions, including reference to listening influences, should be included
months. Candidates’ work should be recorded on DVD and assessed on three occasions with the score and recording.

AS/A2 Physical Education can lead to careers in/as:
Physiotherapist, Doctor, Nurse, Teacher, Sport Coach, Personal
Trainer, Sports Person, Nutritionist, Sports Commentator, Sports
Writer, Dance/Sports medicine, Outdoor Education Referee/
Umpire, Media Sports Management

·
·
·
·
·

develop understanding and problem-solving skills (interpretation and
evaluation);
develop planning and practical skills for effective performance;
develop an understanding of the physiological, socio-cultural and
psychological factors which influence physical education;
develop the capacity to think critically about the relationships
between
the different factors influencing performance;
develop a capacity to explain global trends in physical education and sport.

Syllabus Topics and Assessment:
Component 1 (Exam):

the skeletal system, Movement analysis of sporting actions;
structure and function of the heart, Function of the vascular system;
structure and function of the respiratory system;
characteristics of a skillful performance. Definition and characteristics of abilities;
definition and characteristics of motor and perceptual skills;
motor skill development and Theories related to motor and executive programs;
information processing and the performance of motor skills;
the conceptual basis of physical education and sport;
achieving excellence in sport (relating to a country of your choice);
mass participation in sport, policies, government initiatives ;
factors affecting participation in sport, Sporting issues, socio-economic status;

Component 3 (Exam):

atp, atp resynthesis, energy concepts, energy continuum;
principles of training, components of fitness, the recovery process
erogenic aids;
psychology of sports performance, mental preparation for sports
performance; group dynamics of sport performance, competition effects of sports
performance;
ancient and modern Olympic games, amateurism, nurturing talent
economics and commercialization;
politics, history, terrorism in sport, discrimination, the future of sport.

Components 2 and 4 are coursework based and assessed
Component 2 (AS) Part 1: assessed on your performance and its
improvement in two chosen activities, from two different
activity categories (20% of total marks). The assessments will
take place in conditioned competitive situations. Part 2: your
ability to produce an action plan on one of your chosen
activities (10% of total marks).
Performance and its improvement (AS) You should be aware of
the correct techniques, methods and rules, identify your
strengths, and areas for improvement and carry out a 10 week
action plan for improvement on one of your chosen activities.
Component 4 (A2) Part 1: assessed on: your effective
performance in two chosen activities, from two different
activity categories listed below (20% of total marks).
Assessment will take place in an open environment. Part 2: Your
ability to evaluate and appreciate a live performance through
observation and synopsis of knowledge on one of your chosen
activities (10% of total marks).
Effective performance (A2) You should be able to select, apply
and perform skills in your two chosen activities. This effective
performance will be assessed against criteria identified for each
activity. You will have to give a verbal response to the
observation of a live performance in one of your chosen
activities. The assessment, including the production of video
evidence of candidates performing in practical activities, is an
integral part of the Cambridge International AS/A Level PE
course. In addition, candidates can be placed in physically
demanding situations when taking part in practical activities.

Physical Education

Syllabus Aims:

Syllabus Overview
AS Content:
• Physical quantities and units • Measurement techniques • Kinematics • Dynamics • Forces, density and
pressure • Work, energy and power • Deformation of
solids • Waves • Superposition • Electric fields • Current of
electricity • D.C. circuits • Particle and nuclear physics
A2 Content:
• Motion in a circle • Gravitational fields • Ideal gases •
Temperature • Thermal properties of materials •
•Oscillations • Communication • Capacitance • Electronics • Magnetic fields • Electromagnetic induction • Alternating currents • Quantum physics All candidates study
practical skills.

Study experimental and practical science, a worthwhile educational experience for
all learners, whether or not they go on to study science beyond this level and, in
particular, to enable them to acquire sufficient understanding and knowledge to:

Assessment Overview
AS Level
Paper 1 Multiple Choice 1 hour 15 minutes This paper consists of
40 multiple choice questions [40 marks] 31% 15.5%

• become confident citizens in a technological world and be able to take or develop
an informed interest in scientific matters;
• recognise the usefulness, and limitations, of scientific method and appreciate its
applicability in other disciplines and in everyday life;
• be suitably prepared for studies beyond Cambridge International A Level in
physics, in engineering or in physics-dependent vocational courses.

Paper 2 AS Level Structured Questions 1 hour 15 minutes This
paper consists of a variable number of questions of variable
mark value. All questions will be based on the AS Level syllabus
content.
[60 marks] 46% 23%

Develop abilities and skills that:
• are relevant to the study and practice of science;
• are useful in everyday life;
• encourage efficient and safe practice;
• encourage effective communication.

Paper 3 Advanced Practical Skills 2 hours This paper requires
candidates to carry out practical work in timed conditions. The
paper will consist of two experiments drawn from different areas of physics. The experiments may be based on physics not included in the syllabus content, but candidates will be assessed
on their practical skills rather than their knowledge of theory. [40 marks] 23% 11.5%

Develop attitudes relevant to science such as:
· a concern for accuracy and precision
· objectivity;
· integrity;
· a spirit of enquiry;
· initiative;
· inventiveness.
Stimulate interest in, and care for, the environment in relation to the
environmental impact of physics and its applications.
Promote an awareness that the study and practice of physics are co-operative and
cumulative activities, and are subject to social, economic, technological, ethical and
cultural influences and limitations.
Stimulate learners and create a sustained interest in physics so that the study of
the subject is enjoyable and satisfying.

A Level

Paper 4 A Level Structured Questions 2 hours This paper consists of a variable number of questions of variable mark value.
All questions will be based on the A Level syllabus but may require knowledge of material first encountered in the AS Level
syllabus. [100 marks] 38.5%
Paper 5 Planning, Analysis and Evaluation 1 hour 15 minutes This
paper consists of two questions of equal mark value based on
the practical skills of planning, analysis and evaluation. The context of the questions may be outside the syllabus content, but
candidates will be assessed on their practical skills of planning,
analysis and evaluation rather than their knowledge of theory.
[30 marks] – 11.5%

I enjoy studying Physics at AS level as it allows me to study topics I found interesting at iGCSE level in greater depth. Physics relates to the
world around us and provides a fundamental understanding of how things work. Andrey, Year 12 Physics Student

Physics

Students studying Cambridge A Level Physics are given
the opportunity to:

