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Know your 
options!
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• Academic programmes and 
admissions systems are very 
different.

• Applying to multiple systems is 
time consuming and not advised.

• Know the different options and 
work with your child to find out 
which is the ‘best fit’.



Ask yourself…

● My child wants / 
needs…

● We would 
prefer…

● ..... suits my child
● We found out…
● It has to cost…

● I want…
● Their brother / 

cousin did…
● Our friends say…
● I assume…
● I haven’t heard 

of…

As a parent, are you thinking…? Or are you thinking…?
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Comparing 
Systems



Some considerations
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How long?
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3 Years
UK 

Australia (BA)
Germany

Netherlands (Res. U)
Ireland
India

Sweden

4 Years
USA 

(Hons)
Canada

Singapore
Netherlands (App Sci)

Hong Kong
Thailand

Korea
Australia 

Spain

2 Years
USA (AA/AS)
Canada (A)

Netherlands (Ad)

In addition…
Foundation years

Professional courses 
e.g. Medical

Architecture / 
Engineering

Condensed courses
Credit programmes
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Single 
discipline

UK / Australia / Germany / Ireland

Netherlands

Singapore 

Multiple 
possibilities

Multiple
disciplines

Canada / Hong Kong

Thailand

USA
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Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Introduction to 
Material Chemistry  
Microstructure, 
kinetics and 
properties  
Biomaterials
Mechanics and 
thermodynamics

Industrial materials  
Microstructure & 
thermodynamics 
Computational 
methods  
Deformation and 
failure

Analysis techniques  
Finance and law for 
engineers
Fracture mechanics 
Finite element 
modelling  
Surface degradation 

Case Study: Materials Science 
Sheffield University
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Case Study: Economics at 

Rhode Island

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior

General Education (40 
credits)

Distribution/
nomination of major Major & (Minor)... ...Requirements

(80 credits) 

‘Ar & Design’  ‘STEM’ 
‘Social & Behavioural 
Sciences’ ‘Humanities’

Core courses leading to 
your major/minor Economics/  History Economics/History

Electives Electives Electives Electives
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Case Study: International Hospitality 

Management 
Mahidol University Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4

Foundation Courses (Non-Credit)
- Freshman Seminar
- English Resource Skill
General Education Courses (39 Credits)
- English Communication eg. Academic writing and 

research, literary analysis
- Natural Sciences: Maths, Statistics
- Humanities eg. Logic, Moral Reasoning
- Social Sciences eg. Fashion and Society, Money 

Matters
- Physical Education eg. Golf, Tennis
Free Electives (8 Credits)

Specific Courses (112 Credits)
- Core Courses in management, international 

hospitality management,
- Major required courses eg. Hospitality and tourism 

managerial economics
- Major Elective Courses eg. Spa and Health Resort 

Management
- Foreign Language Elective Courses eg. Chinese, 

German
Internship (24 Credits)

To graduate, students must complete over 183 credits



Assessment

Requirements Continuous? Summative?
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Other major 
factors

Tuition fees Living costs Travel WorkVisa 
requirements

01 02 03 04 05
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Country Tuition Costs (THB)*

1 USA 1.63 million
2 New Zealand / Australia / Hong Kong 1.1 million
3 Canada / Switzerland 1 million
4 UK 860,000
5 Singapore / Ireland / Netherlands 840,000
6 Japan 680,000
7 South Korea 580,000
8 China / Taiwan / Germany / Sweden 500,000
9 Thailand 360,000

10 Malaysia 300,000
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UK The Uni Guide

Discover Uni

Whatuni

Uni Compare

UCAS: How to choose the right undergraduate course for you

Complete University Guide

Europe EUNICAS

Country-specific: Study in Germany | DAAD | Study in NL | Study in Sweden | Study in Prague

| Tuition, Living Costs and Scholarships for International Students studying in Ireland | 

Campus France | Study in Spain

US Appily

Niche

Your College Search - BigFuture

Canada | UniversityStudy.ca

EduCanada

Rest of 

world

Australia: Australian Universities | The Good Universities Guide | Study Australia

Hong Kong: Study in Hong Kong

India: Study in India

Japan: Study in Japan Official Website | Univ In Japan | JPSS

Korea: Study in Korea

Search 
Engine
s

https://www.theuniguide.co.uk/
https://www.discoveruni.gov.uk/
https://www.whatuni.com/
https://universitycompare.com/
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/how-choose-right-undergraduate-course-you
https://www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk/
https://www.eunicas.ie/
https://www.study-in-germany.de/en/
https://www.daad.de/en/study-and-research-in-germany/courses-of-study-in-germany/all-study-programmes-in-germany/
https://www.studyinnl.org/
https://studyinsweden.se/
https://studyinprague.cz/
https://www.educationinireland.com/en/how-do-i-apply-/tuition-costs-scholarships/scholarships
https://www.campusfrance.org/en
https://www.educacionyfp.gob.es/servicios-al-ciudadano/catalogo/estudiantes/donde-estudiar.html
https://www.appily.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/all-colleges/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/college-search/filters
https://www.universitystudy.ca/
https://www.educanada.ca/index.aspx?lang=eng
https://australianuniversities.com.au/
https://www.gooduniversitiesguide.com.au/
https://www.studyaustralia.gov.au/
https://www.studyinhongkong.edu.hk/en/
https://www.studyinindia.gov.in/
https://www.studyinjapan.go.jp/en/
https://univinjapan.com/
https://www.jpss.jp/en/academic/list/
https://www.studyinkorea.go.kr/ko/main.do;jsessionid=_pZq1m8BH_trNUQu0fVXFQLTbUsBh0-8RkEkPZfA.studyinkorea20?message=
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tables and 
rankings*

Country/Region Best university Best rank
United States Stanford University 3

United Kingdom University of Oxford 1
Germany LMU Munich 59
Australia University of Melbourne 33

Netherlands Wageningen University & Research 124
Canada University of Toronto 18
China Tsinghua University 2*(71)

Switzerland ETH Zurich 8
South Korea Seoul National University 9*(37)

France Paris Sciences et Lettres – PSL Research University 
Paris

26

Hong Kong University of Hong Kong 4*(55)
Sweden Karolinska Institute 49

*Use with extreme caution! 

These are an interesting 

starting point, but it is 

important you understand the 

data that make up these 
rankings, eg QS, THE, ARWU.

https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/stanford-university
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-oxford
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/lmu-munich
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-melbourne
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/wageningen-university-research
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-toronto
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/tsinghua-university
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/eth-zurich
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/seoul-national-university
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/paris-sciences-et-lettres-psl-research-university-paris
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/university-hong-kong-0
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/world-university-rankings/karolinska-institute


Applying to multiple 

systems

UP
rep

: C
om

pa
rin

g D
iffe

ren
t S

yst
em

s

● If deadlines are at similar times (e.g. UK / USA) 
students are VERY busy

● Deadlines at different times (e.g. UK / Netherlands) 
mean all year applications

● Difficult tasks e.g. personal statement / letters are not 
transferable; 

● Different requirements - eg. SATs are wanted by 
USA/Singapore but not others; importance of co-
curricular activities.

● Your child will only go to one institution!



Further research
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Parents - get signed up!
Go to www.unifrog.org/student and 
click ‘Sign in for the first time’
You’ll be asked for some details 
and a form code: HSISparents 

After signing up, log into Unifrog 
using your email address and 
password via the sign-in page.
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http://www.unifrog.org/student


Takeaways



Takeaways

Best fit is the most important factor
Don’t put too much focus on rankings

Research courses and costs carefully before applying
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Any Questions?
Unifrog support

1:1 Advice



CONTACT US

egraham@headstartphuket.com
sthomas@headstartphuket.com
nroscoe@headstartphuket.com

toom@headstartphuket.com
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mailto:egraham@headstartphuket.com
mailto:sthomas@headstartphuket.com
mailto:nroscoe@headstartphuket.com
mailto:toom@headstartphuket.com


Can you help?
Do you (or a contact) have 
expertise in these areas?
● Hospitality / Tourism
● Engineering / Architecture
● Computing / Digital Media
● Charities / Development 
● Food and Beverage
● Entrepreneurship
● Medical / Psychology
● Art / Design
● Entrepreneurship / Marketing / Commerce UP
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