


Applying to
2025     the UK & Europe



Where did HeadStart students go 
in 2025? 



YES!
Top Destinations:

• Netherlands
• UK

Other Destinations

• Germany
• France
• Spain
• Switzerland

Do HeadStart 
students want 

to study in 
Europe & UK?



Differences:

• Length of course varies, 3-5 years
• Some countries have very separate 

types of university
• These offer very different types of 

degree
• Admission requirements vary hugely -

from EE at A level to A*A*A!
• BTECs accepted more widely in UK

Some have specific entry requirements 

that will require additional preparation or a 

particular A-Level profile.

Similarities   & Differences 
Similar:

• Most teach many courses in 
English

• Most focus on single disciplines 
e.g. Law (although multi-
discipline courses such as Liberal 
Arts are getting more popular)

• Most have different tiers / types 
of higher education

• Many well established / highly 
ranked institutions



• To know students WANT to 
do their course

• To know students CAN do 

their course

• That they will take 

advantage of the 

opportunity 

• That they are a good ‘fit’ for 

their particular programme

What do 
European 

Universities 
want?



University Admissions Officers’ Report 
Factor % citing

Academic qualifications

Passion for subject

English proficiency

Positive attitude to study

Independent thinking / working

Mathematical competency

Perseverance / task completion

Presentation skills

Group work

Intercultural awareness



University Admissions Officers Report 
Factor % citing

Academic qualifications 100%

Passion for subject 95%

English proficiency 95%

Positive attitude to study 91%

Independent thinking / working 90%

Mathematical competency 80%

Perseverance / task completion 79%

Presentation skills 72%

Group work 60%

Intercultural awareness 38%



Applied University
• Professional practice
• Preparation for specific profession
• Practical / work based
• E.g. Hospitality, Business, Food 

Science

Two Systems

• Traditional academics

• Research orientated

• Wide range of subjects

• Theoretical / methodological

• E.g. Law / Biology / Theology

Research University



Applied Universities

• Netherlands / Germany: 
University of Applied Science 
(UAS)

• Switzerland: University of 
Applied Science / Arts

• Austria:UAS

• Finland: UAS

For Example…

• Netherlands / Germany: 
Research University

• Switzerland: Doctoral / 
Research Universities

• Austria: Comprehensive 
Universities

• Finland: University

Research Universities



Research university (WO)

Dutch VWO diploma equivalent = 3-5 GCSE 

subjects grade C or above plus 3 A Level 

subjects grade C or above (total 6 different 

subjects) 

Higher professional education (HBO) 

Dutch HAVO diploma equivalent = 4 GCSE 

subjects grade C or above plus 2 AS Level 

subjects grade E or above (total 6 different 

subjects)  

However, many courses require higher grades 

and / or specific subjects

Nuffic

2 Systems 
Example: 
Netherlands

https://www.nuffic.nl/en/


• University entry qualification -

equivalent of ABITUR - check Anabin

• Need 4 subjects (3 A level, 1 AS level) -

including a LANGUAGE / MATHS or 

SCIENCE

• C grades are usually the basic entry 

requirement

• If not - you must do a Foundation Year 

at a ‘Studienkollegs’/ do an entry test

• Proficiency in German may be required 

• Additional grade requirements / 
relevant extracurricular activities e.g. 
internships

Specific Entry 
Requirements: 
Germany

https://anabin.kmk.org/anabin.html








They may also be asked for

• Reference
• A portfolio
• An interview (Skype or face-to-

face)
• An audition
• Additional work / essays
• University tests / examinations
• Proof of (English) language 

proficiency

What do you need?         

• An application form 

• A personal statement / 
letters of intent or 
motivation / personal essay

• Past educational record

• Proof of language 
competency 

• Predicted grades

• Proof of ability to pay...

Students will be asked for



Students also need
Current / valid passport

Academic certificates

Language certificates

Certified copies / translations

A credit card that works internationally



Finding and applying for a 
university / course

UK - UCAS Apply - application form, 5 applications but can 
apply to other courses later if unsuccessful (UCAS course 
search - to find courses) 

Netherlands - Studielink - 4 applications at a time but can 
add / remove until enrollment (Use StudyFinder to find 
courses)

Germany - Uni-assist - Use DAAD to find courses

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/getting-started/ucas-undergraduate-parents-and-guardians
http://search.ucas.com/
https://app.studielink.nl/front-office/#52
https://www.studyfinder.nl
https://www.uni-assist.de/en/how-to-apply/
https://www.daad.de/deutschland/studienangebote/international-programmes/en/result/?q=&degree%5B%5D=1&lang%5B%5D=2&fos=5&crossFac=&cert=&admReq=&scholarshipLC=&scholarshipSC=&langDeAvailable=&langEnAvailable=&lvlEn%5B%5D=&cit%5B%5D=&tyi%5B%5D=&fee=&bgn%5B%5D=&dur%5B%5D=&sort=4&ins%5B%5D=&subjects%5B%5D=&limit=10&offset=&display=list


Cost of application?



Personal experiences

Mr Martin Bayer  - father of Kai Yi 
(Graduate 2025) now studying in Germany

Mr Reece Edouard - ex-student at 
HeadStart who studied in the UK

https://headstartphuket.com/en/people/jazon-edouard


Unifrog

















Parents & Guardians, get signed up!

Go to www.unifrog.org/student and 
click ‘Sign in for the first time’

You’ll be asked for some details and a 
form code. This is what you need:

HSISparents

After signing up, log into Unifrog 
using your email address and 
password via the sign-in page!

http://www.unifrog.org/student


Dates 2025/26 Topic

1: 27th August 2025 Introduction to UPrep

2: 10th September 2025 Your child’s 5 year plan

3: 24th September 2025 Choosing subjects and careers

4:  8th October 2025 Comparing different university systems

5:  29th October 2025 Applying to Thai universities

6: 12th November 2025 Application and standardised testing

7: 26th November 2025 Applying to the UK and Europe

8: 10th December 2025 Applying to USA and Canada

9: 7th January 2026 Applying to Australia, New Zealand

10: 21st January 2026 Applying to Asian universities 

11: 4th February 2026 Alternative pathways and gap years

12: 4th March 2026 Fees, funding and finances

13: 18th March 2026 UPrep For Parents by Parents going to the Netherlands and/or the UK

14. 29th April 2026 Applying to Oxbridge 

15. 13th May 2026 Applying to Ivy League and top US universities

UPrep Parent Sessions 



To book an appointment, get in touch!

Simon Thomas

University Counsellor

Secondary
sthomas@headstartphuket.com

Neil Roscoe

University Counsellor

Secondary
nroscoe@headstartphuket.com

Emily Graham

Deputy Head of Upper

Secondary School

Management
egraham@headstartphuket.com

Pornkamon Roongsiri

Deputy School Director

Management
toom@headstartphuket.com

https://headstartphuket.com/secondary
https://headstartphuket.com/secondary
https://headstartphuket.com/management
https://headstartphuket.com/management


Can you help?
We are looking for volunteers

Do you (or a contact) have expertise in these areas?

• Hospitality / Tourism
• Engineering / Architecture
• Computing / Digital Media
• Charities / Development 
• Food and Beverage
• Entrepreneurship
• Medical / Psychology
• Art / Design
• Entrepreneurship / Marketing / Commerce 




